
POST OFFICE SHOULD DELIVER HISTORY

Postal Station K resides at Yonge Street's High Point at its Montgomery Avenue intersection.  

Over this past year a lively campaign for the Post Office's preservation arose inspired by the 

expectation of its upcoming sale. It was eventually acquired by Rockport Developments.  This 

transference from public ownership into private hands has been – somewhat unexpectedly – reassuring.  

Its new owner has proposed to reposition this edifice within the emerging contemporary framework of 

Yonge Eglinton's intensification.  They have taken up the ambitions of 'Save Postal Station K', proposing 

the art deco jewellery box and its forecourt should serve residents' wishes, while the rest of the property 

should serve Rockport's wishes.  

It's an exciting prospect, and in my opinion... it has the makings of a win-win solution.

HISTORIC RESONANCES

In postal parlance: the envelope has been saved... but what about the message? This site is 

rich in historical memory in contrast to much of Yonge Eglinton, currently falling under intensification's 

hammer without such resonances.  The fundamental question in the discussions ahead will be: how best 

can this proposition become manifest?  It's my opinion that the transformation of this property should 

express the histories it has experienced. It should continue to deliver. Going forward from here... the 

messages should be about the area's knowledges and sentiments. The messages should be an inspiration 

to its physical surroundings. They should provide an enrichment to the Yonge Eglinton's expanding 

population –  including Rockport's adjoining initiative.

THREE HISTORICAL MEMORIES

There are three principal historical memories interlaced with this property. 

Firstly, the post office as it stands is an easily-read reminder of its inter-war origins, compounded by the 

momentum of attention poured upon during this past year to preserve it as a historical landmark – though 

the prominence of this consideration threatens to overshadow the appreciation of its other memories.  



Secondly, the High Point has memories belongs to an earlier era of over a century ago when (in its 

modern times back then) it served as the village centre. Vestiges of that era remain evident today in  

immeuvable figments hiding in plain sight.  The character of this era can be, and should be incorporated  

into each module of intensification as it materialises, going forward from today.  

Thirdly,  the High Point's most valuable jewel belongs to an era half century earlier.  This is a harder 

memory to grasp because it involves an appreciation of activity rather than immeuvables, buildings. We 

know it as a moment that broached the surface in the Rebellion of 1837.  Its very placeholder-name 

'Montgomery's Tavern' disappeared in the course of the tumultuous flux of that activity at this crossroads. 

Although such radical transmogrification is suitably emblematic of the change which those four days 

bestowed upon Canadian society.  The hard-form artifact of remembrance is a brief commemorative 

plaque.  ...though there are attributes to be found in the locality's fabric, requiring only that they be 

highlighted, to illuminate 1837's distinctions.

REMEMBERING 1837

The outburst associated with Montgomery's Tavern was part of a longer struggle extending 

across 1836-41. The outcome eventually entrenched responsible government as we expect and enjoy  

today.  However, the memory of 1837 received painfully little recognition in this past year's activities to 

save the Post Office. If we're not careful, this same oversight may extend into the crystallisation of High 

Point's future.. The memory of 1837 may be precluded from a place in the future, and instead recede into 

the mist of time – to be remembered by plaque alone.  This brevity of attention is due in part to a lack of 

familiarity with the the times of 1837, and the difficulty imagining how it was then... and how it might 

now fit into the area's future.  

Also... there is a perceptible uneasiness about what connotations should be applied to this volatile 

attainment of responsible governance – even though this historical event laid a critical cornerstone of 

what we enjoy and expect today.  As we consider the characteristics of the High Point today we should  

respect this historical endeavour.  There is a real opportunity to instill a sense of this endeavour 

remaining amongst us today –  merely separated by the riddle of time.  The opportunity exists to 

illuminate 1837 in a spacial fashion... whereas this history primarily exists in chronicles residing on 

library shelves and in a growing presence on the Internet.  These chronicles of 1836-41 report the 



tensions between government, business (Family Compact) and public interests, each characterising the 

others to promote their own positions – but rarely convey a sense of the scene, the physical context.  

Today at the High Point we have the opportunity to re-instilling this era of history, and should focus upon 

the betterment achieved, albeit under difficult conditions, rather than dwelling upon the discords of the 

moment.  In truth... they were in pursuit of a 'patriotic achievement of cheap, honest and responsible 

government' back then in their modern times – and they achieved it in a remarkably Canadian way.

ILLUMINATING THE HIGH POINT IN 1837

What is remarkable in these chronicles is their failure to produce a vivid and definitive picture 

of the conditions and the events that transpired around and about this crossroads between December 4th-

7th, 1837.  History abhors a vacuum just as does nature, and there is a tendency for other, often foreign, 

imaginations to be painted across such a blank canvas.  It is fair to draw comparisons – that is – IF there 

is a substantive foundation for such comparison.  For instance, it is fanciful to presume Montgomery's 

Tavern served the multitude... providing food and shelter for their numbers (which by the way vary, 

depending upon whose report, and again from one day to the next, and within evolutions of daily 

activity).  It is a matter of record there was no food-in-waiting for these men who converged upon the 

crossroads in those days, exhausted and muddy from their distant treks.  The very nature and extent of 

their encampment is unknown, shrouded in mist, and should be made legible in the High Point's future 

rendering – with an indelible sense of the characteristics of that space in that time, in order that 

recollections can be grounded with local certainties, and in so doing become more readily envisioned.  

It need not be more intricate than articulating the rural landscape of that moment of time... the fields, 

forests, streams, roads, bridges and buildings – adding to this some manner of demarcation of the extent 

of their encampment.  With this established, the specifics of the ensuing events can be better pictured 

upon a solid ground, allowing for a greater, enhanced certainty.  

If nothing else... this will capture and convey the image of the post-wilderness, agrarian setting that 

prevailed upon this locality back then, which finds itself today re-urbanised by intensification. 

REENACTING RESPONSIBILITY

Another manifestation of 1837's history should be in the application – the reenactment – of 



its principles. We should demonstrate responsible decision-making in the process of determining the 

High Point's future outcome.  We are at the outset of consultations dealing with dramatic consequential 

changes to our familiar urban structure.  The same parties are involved: government, business and public 

interest as back then.  Each interest may be inclined to fall into their individual silos of perspective with: 

government bureaucracy leaning backwards upon its questionable planning rationale and presuming an 

authority to grant any approval; business expounding a right to act unilaterally with a reverence for the 

god of cost-engineering; and residents contesting change without consideration of what can and needs to 

be.  All three are capable of intruding upon responsible decision-making, and may prefer instead to call 

upon the present version of the past 'tyranny of irresponsible government' – seeking out the OMB to 

forge a determination.  That is the challenge.

But rather than polarising within individual silos of interest, the win-win solution is to undergo 

a fulsome consultation of the opportunity, to comprehensively explore this proposition's 

benefits, and in so doing to seek out a best-result outcome with resonances for all parties. 

The aspiration should be... to create a MADE IN TORONTO solution.

Terry Mills B.ARCH RPP MCIP

TMills@ARRIS.ca

I could wax on at length about the Rebellion of 1837, whether it was an uprising of 'rebels' or were they the 'patriots 

of 1837'.   My interests were kindled by familiar conversations and obscure chronicles on the family's bookshelves. 

My ancestor John Mills of Scottish extract was one of 'those' back then in those modern times, a recognised member 

in the reform movement and in the rebellion. He was one of the fourteen signatories to the public Rejoinder 

complaining of intrusions upon a liberal populist society, which was delivered to Lieutenant-Govenor Bond Head in 

the spring of 1836.  He was known to have chaired meetings of the Friends of Reform in Toronto, and was present at 

its November 1837 meeting when William Lyon MacKenzie unfurled his 'project' of insurrection.  After the failure of 

the rising, he fled Upper Canada until the amnesty.  

...meanwhile on the other side of my family, there was Jeremiah Cowan, whose ancestors walked from Boston to be 

known as UEL. He organised and armed Scots and Paddies in Oxford County, as did his similarly industrious cousins 

in Hornby who partook in the convergence upon Montgomery's Tavern. 
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